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Reception Literacy Information

Speaking and listening are the foundations for reading and writing.

· For a child to read and write, they first of all need to understand the language and its rules.

· To do this they need to hear it spoken all around them, practice the sounds themselves but also interact with others to see how it works.

· Children are actively encouraged in school to discuss their play, explore ideas and talk about how they learn. 

· They try out language.

Phonics

· The children are taught the 44 sounds in the English Language, using the Jolly Phonics resources alongside the government led Letters and Sound scheme.

· The children learn to ‘say’ the sounds and also to ‘blend’ the sounds to read words and how to ‘write’ the sounds right from the start.

· We aim to teach four sounds a week.  Each sound has an action which the children will share with you!

· We teach the children the smallest unit of sound   – called a ‘phoneme’.

· This is the order in which the ‘phonemes’ are taught and practiced.  Correct pronunciation is vital!  c not cuh or cee,     b not buh or bee, a not ay

· Set 1 letters = s, a, t, p

· Set 2 letters = i, n, m, d

· Set 3 letters = g, o, c, k

· Set 4 letters = ck, e, u, r

· Set 5 letters = h, b, f,ff, l,ll, ss

· Set 6 letters = j, v, w, x

· Set 7 letters = y, z,zz, qu

Sound sheets will be sent home weekly.  Each sheet shows the sound, the action and how to form the letter.  These sheets can be kept at home to help your child learn the sounds.

Blending
· We teach the children how to blend or merge sounds together to read each word, in the right order, to read a word. E.g. c-a-t = cat.

· We use a robot voice and robot arms and then ‘rub’ the sounds together. 
Segmenting
· We teach the children how to segment each word to spell. E.g.  cat = c-a-t

· The aim is for the children to read the whole word automatically.

· These activities are all done orally. The emphasis is on helping children to hear the separate sounds in words and to create spoken sounds.

Word Boxes

· When the children are ready they will be sent home a Word Box.  The children have to blend the sounds together and read the word.  

· Word boxes will be checked weekly and a new one given when they have correctly blended all 10 words.
Reading

· At Bournebrook we use the Oxford Reading Tree scheme supplemented by other scheme books.
· The children learn words alongside phonics.  These words are taught during our phonics sessions.

· Next week the children will start to bring home High Frequency (HF) Words to learn.  

· Up to 5 words a week will be sent home to learn.  Some of these words the children will be able to sound out and other words will be ‘Tricky’ words such as ‘the’ ‘to’ ‘go’ and ‘said’.

· A reading book will also be sent home the week beginning the 12th October. We aim to read individually with all the children once a week.

· Some children will have a wordless book which helps promote story structure, content and vocabulary.

· Please record when you have listened to your child read in their reading diary.

Helping at home

During the book

· Ask your child many questions about the characters in the book as you read the story.

· Have your child use his/her finger to follow the direction of the text (top to bottom, left to right).

· Have your child look at the sentences and see if he/she can identify any of the sounds in the words or any of the HF words they have learnt.
After the book

· Discuss with your child what they liked/disliked about the story.

· Can your child think of another title for the book and why?

· Did the story have a sad or happy ending? Can your child think of a different ending for the story?

· Can your child think of another character which he/she might want to add to the story and why?
Writing

· Writing is the last process after hearing, recognising and reading sounds and words.

· The children learn emergent writing.  This means that they are using the phonics that they have learned to help spell/sound out words.

· We do guided writing once a week.

· Independent writing activities are available all the time in every area.

Stages of emergent writing

· Mark Making

· Using random known sounds

· Using initial sounds

· Using initial and final sounds

· Initial, final, middle and some common words with spaces.

Helping at home
· Provide lots of opportunities to make marks.

· Involve them in your writing: shopping lists, thank you letters, invitations etc.

· Practise individual letter formation. 

· Once they want to write words, encourage them to listen for the sounds that they can hear within the words they want to write.
· It doesn’t matter if they get it wrong, if  they don’t get all the sounds or if they use the wrong one of two similar sounds e.g. ‘ee’ and ‘ea’ or ‘oy’ and ‘oi’.
· Back to front letters and words are quite common as is a strange pencil grip. Don’t worry!
What matters is that they are confident to have a go and think it is fun.

· Never underestimate how much effort writing takes. Lots of patience and support is needed.

Reading books, reading diaries, High Frequency Words and Word boxes need to be kept in their reading folders and brought into school daily so that we can check and add new words during the week.  A letter formation sheet has also been included to show how we teach the correct formation in school.
If you have any questions or would like any clarification on anything covered in the workshop, then please feel free to come and see me.

Thank you for your continuing support.

Mrs Pemble

