
Phonics in Reception



Bournebrook has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics (SSP) programme to 
teach early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Blending to read words

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach


Teaching order 



Terminology 

Phoneme 
The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. We 
sometimes simply call this a ‘sound’, although it is helpful for children 
to use the term ‘phoneme’.

Grapheme 
A letter or group of letters used to represent a particular 
phoneme when writing. 

Digraph 
A grapheme using two letters to represent one phoneme. With children, 
we frequently reinforce it with the mantra ‘two letters, one sound’.

Blend 
To combine individual phonemes into a whole word, working all the 
way through from left to right. 

Segment 
To identify each of the individual phonemes in a word, working all 
the way through from left to right.



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



 

 

 

 

How we make learning stick 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions 
are: 

• timetabled three times a 
week 

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading?



We use assessment to match your child the right level 
of book

This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in their phonics 
book well

• Read many of the words by silent blending (in their 
head) – their reading will be automatic

•Only need to stop and sound out about 5% of words– 
but they should be able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



The shared book is for YOU to read:

•Make the story sound as exciting as 
you can by changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you 
can:

• Introduce new and exciting 
language

• Encourage your child to use new 
vocabulary

•Make up sentences together

• Find different words to use

• Describe things you see.

Read to your child



https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Supporting your child with phonics

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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